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Rationale.—Forty per cent of all children do not 
complete high school. Yet schooling is considered to be a 
major task of the adolescent, just as earning a livelihood 
is that of the adult.1 2 Acquiring an education is an impor¬ 
tant stress that the adolescent must meet. Havighurst 
maintains that developing intellectual skills and concepts 
necessary for civic competence are important developmental 
tasks of adolescence. The goal of the task is "to develop 
concepts of law, government, economics, politics, geography, 
human nature, and social institutions which fit the modern 
world; to develop language skills and reasoning ability 
necessary for dealing effectively with the problems of a 
2 
modern democracy. 
What happens in school is crucial to a child and deter¬ 
mines to a large extent the outcome of his vocational future 
and his effectiveness as a citizen. Havighurst states that 
"our democratic society requires its citizens to decide com¬ 
plex matters of social policy. . . . democracy places a 
premium upon intelligence and education. . . . the secondary 
1 
Solomon 0. Lichter, Elsie B. Rapien, and Frances M. 
Seibert, "Prevention of School Drop Outs," School and Soci- 
ety, Vol. XC (April 7, 1962), p. 1^9• 
2 
Robert J. Havighurst, Developmental Tasks and Educa¬ 
tion, (New York: Longmans, Green and Co., 19^2), p. 54» 
2 
school, and the college to a lesser extent, make education 
for citizenship a principal objective."^ 
Most adolecents develop the controls necessary for 
adapting to school life. That a large proportion of our 
2 
youngsters do not or cannot deserves exploration. 
The first compulsory school attendance law in America 
was passed a little over one hundred years ago in 1852. 
By the year 1918 (sixty-six years later) each of the states 
had passed its own compulsory attendance law proclaiming 
the belief of its people that each of their children not 
only had the right to the benefits of an education but also 
an obligation to secure these advantages.^ Thus, there is 
the belief that the state has the authority to force a 
parent to provide educational opportunities for his child. 
One hundred years of compulsory education have brought 
about many changes in our ideas about school attendance. 
The concepts of maintaining good attendance through fear is 
outmoded and has no place in the philosophy of the modern 
school. The attendance worker is no longer an officer of 
the law whose sole or main purpose is that of enforcement 
and punishment of offenders. He is now a representative of 
1 
Robert J. Havighurst, 0£. cit., p. 54* 
2 
Solomon 0. Lichter, et al., op. cit., p. 159* 
3 
Richard M. Kayser, "Meaning of Good School Attendance," 
National Association of Secondary School Principals, Vol. 
XLIII (October, 1959), p. Bi|-. 
3 
the school, and his primary concern is to help the child 
get to school under conditions which will enable him to 
make the most of his own abilities and of the educational 
opportunities offered him in school.^- 
The focus of sound guidance and attendance work is 
essentially around the individual needs of children, helping 
them toward some resolution of their personal conflicts. 
The mere enforcement of the law itself is no resolution of 
2 
the problem. 
As a part of the enforcement concept, there has emerged 
an attitude about non-attendance. There is a tendency to 
want to punish people or to threaten them for this particu¬ 
lar symptom of maladjustment. The administrator, the 
teacher, even parent organizations put on pressure for the 
sake of achieving a very high percentage of attendance. 
The non-attendant then becomes an obstacle and an irritant. 
Dealing with these children as obstacles or irritants, how¬ 
ever, will not achieve a high percentage of attendance for 
a school. 
One of the most challenging problems confronting 
American schools is to find ways of encouraging more children 
to remain in school and to encourage youth to complete a full 
high school program. 
1 






In spite of our shift of emphasis to the importance of 
educating the masses, our secondary schools are still highly 
selective institutions. Even in the face of state compul¬ 
sory attendance laws, many schools have not made necessary 
adjustments in methods and curricular, and in attitudes of 
teachers toward less academically able students, to make 
schooling meaningful and worthwhile to all. In many states 
there is an increasing demand that school attendance laws be 
universal and effective, and that the schools seek to adjust 
the school program to the large cross section of interest 
and ability found among the children.^" 
In Georgia, 4_2,920 of the school beginners dropped out 
of school to face the cold facts of life that only 5 per 
2 
cent of the jobs in Georgia are available for the unskilled. 
The largest number of students leave school when they 
are 16. State law requires school attendance until that 
age .3 
During the year of (1960-61), 32.07 per cent of the 
youngsters quitting school were 16. Another 17.83 per cent 
dropped out at 17 before graduating.^- 
The director of statistical services for the State 
Department of Education, pointed up the increased "holding 
1 
Roy DeVerl Willey and Melvin W. Strong, Group Proced¬ 
ure In Guidance (New York: Harper and Brothers, 19^7)» p. 4» 
2 






power” of schools in keeping students in classrooms. Fig¬ 
ures on Negro high school graduates indicate that the number 
of Negro high school graduates increased 168 per cent 
between 1950 and 1961, while the total registered Negro 
births between 1933 and 19^3 increased only 12^ per cent.^ 
Yet, with such an impressive indication of the schools' 
retention rate increase, student non-attendance is a subject 
which concerns educators, administrators, teachers, and 
parents both nationally and locally. 
Educators assert that "if parents and teachers don't 
encourage them (students) to study and finish school, they 
will be ill-equipped to cope with the space-age challenges 
2 
of the latter part of the 20th Century." 
There are those who hold the belief that if the schools 
are not meeting effectively the needs of the student, it 
might be wise for the student to quit school. They encourage 
the dismissal of the compulsory attendance law. 
Conant agrees with the belief and adds that those 
students who leave school before graduation and who have 
made no .vocational preparation constitute "social dynamite." 
"Social dynamite," according to Conant, "is building up in 
our large cities in the form of unemployed out-of-school 
3 
youth, especially in the Negro slums. 
1 
Atlanta Constitution, op. cit. 
Ibid. 
3 
James B. Conant, Slums and Suburbs (New York: McGraw- 
Hill Book Co., Inc., 1951), p. lij.5. 
6 
The facts presented indicate that the attendance 
problem in the secondary school is widespread. It is a 
problem of concern both nationally and locally. The subject 
of drop-outs, and non-attendants constantly permeates the 
literature on student attendance. What are the reasons given 
for/by students for non-attendance at a school? What are 
the reasons given for/by students for ending their school 
careers before graduation? What can the school do to improve 
the attendance of its students and decrease the number of 
early school leavers? These are questions which the writer 
sought to answer in this research paper. 
Evolution of the Problem.—This problem evolved out 
of the writer's concern and interest in the large number of 
absentees listed on the Daily Attendance Sheet which was com¬ 
piled daily at Carver Vocational High School. By tallying 
the daily absentees for 96 days out of l80 days which were 
required for the school year, the writer found the average 
daily absentees to be 201.0. With an approximate enrollment 
of 870, this figure (201.0) indicated that on the average 
about 25 per cent of the students were absent daily. 
This number was appalling when one considered that 
Carver was a vocational school where students were selected 
to some degree and came voluntarily to study a trade in 
which they were interested. The principal, teachers, coun¬ 
selors all realized that there were far too many students 
absent from school daily. As many as 378 students had been 
7 
absent in one day. 
The problem was brought to the writer's attention by 
the principal as a good subject for research, since there 
was a need for investigation of reasons for daily absentees 
and since no study of this nature had been conducted for this 
particular situation. Therefore, the writer, in her research, 
attempted to describe the factors involved in school attend¬ 
ance and drop-outs at Carver in order to suggest ways and 
means for improving the attendance. 
Statement of the Problem.—The problem involved in this 
study was to describe factors associated with school attend¬ 
ance and drop-outs at Carver Vocational High School for the 
school year 1961-62. An attempt was made to reveal any 
relationship that might have existed between school attendance 
and such other factors as age, grade, and sex. 
Purpose of the Study.—The major purpose of this study 
was to describe the factors in school attendance and drop¬ 
outs at Carver Vocational High School for the year 1961-62. 
More specifically, the study attempted to accomplish 
the following objectives: 
1. To determine the enrollment for the first and second 
semesters according to grade level, sex, and accord¬ 
ing to the chronological age of the students. 
2. To compare the per cent of average daily attendance 
for each month of the school year. 
3. To make a comparison of the average daily attendance 
by sex, student grade placement, chronological age 
of the students, and distance traveled to school. 
Ij.. To classify reasons most frequently given by students 
for non-attendance. 
8 
5. To classify reasons most frequently given by 
students for becoming drop-outs during the I96-I-62 
school year. 
6. To draw implications, if any, for improvement in 
attendance from the analysis and interpretation 
of the data that was gathered during the research. 
Contribution to Educational Knowledge.—It is felt 
by the writer that a study of this kind will be of value in 
getting an overview of the attendance problem at a particu¬ 
lar school with hopes that this school and other schools 
faced with a similar problem will study implications drawn 
from this study for the purpose of formulating school prac¬ 
tices concerning good attendance. 
It is hoped that the findings and interpretations from 
this study will be of value by contributing to the following: 
1. Yielding valuable and pertinent information for the 
school administrators and others who are concerned 
with improving the school's daily attendance record. 
2. Making those who are not aware of the attendance 
problem aware of the need for giving this problem 
more attention. 
3. Aiding Carver Vocational High School in planning 
and devising more effective means for dealing with 
students who are characterized as non-attendants 
and drop-outs. 
I4.. Making school administrators more aware of the need 
for constant research and study of certain factors 
in the average daily attendance from year to year. 
5. Extending the knowledge of the writer in this area 
of personnel and guidance work. 
6. Stimulating further research in other high schools 
faced with an attendance problem. 
7. Proving to be of significance and of interest to 
other high schools that are engaged in devising 
ways and means of improving the daily attendance 
of their students. 
9 
Definition of Terns.—Significant terms used in this 
study are defined belowî 
1. "Non-attendants" refer to those students whose 
names appeared on the Daily Attendance Sheet. 
2. ”Average daily attendance” was used to designate 
the average number of students present daily. 
3. ”Drop-outs” or "early school leavers” refer to 
those students who terminated their high school 
career before graduation. 
4-. The Attendance Sheet" refers to the sheet on which 
absentees of students are recorded daily. 
5>. The "State Register" refers to the booklet in which 
teachers record absences and major reasons for 
absences and withdrawals of students for the l80 
days of required attendance. 
6. The "Monthly Attendance Report" refers to the report 
on which teachers record days absent, days present, 
withdrawals and entries of students every 20 days 
of school attendance. 
7. The "Attendance Card" refers to the individual 
attendance card of the student on which the teacher 
records absences and reasons for absences of students. 
8. The "Withdrawal Blank" refers to the blank which is 
filled out for students who withdrew from the school. 
The reason for withdrawal is recorded on the blank. 
9» "Factor" gives reference to any.trait or variable 
considered in an investigation.1 Factor, as used 
in this paper refers specifically to age, grader and 
sex as they relate to school attendance. 
Limitations of the Study.—This study was concerned with 
certain factors involved in the school attendance at Carver 
Vocational High School. 
1 
Carter V. Good, Dictionary of Education (New York: 
McGraw-Hill Book Co., 194-5), p. Ib6. 
10 
The limitations of this study were as follows: 
1. The proposed study was limited to the enrollment 
and attendance at Carver Vocational High School 
during the year 1961-62. 
2. The determination, analysis, and interpretation 
of certain factors involved in the average daily 
attendance was based on the State Registers and 
Attendance Cards kept by the teachers, the With¬ 
drawal Blanks kept in the office files, and the 
Attendance Sheets kept in the office. 
3» The information was determined by the items which 
were collected from the data to be used. 
(It was evident that the major limitation of the study 
was dependent upon the degree to which the records kept at 
the Carver School were accurate and up to date.) 
Locale of the Study.—This study was conducted at 
Carver Vocational High School in Atlanta, Georgia during the 
school year I96I-62. Carver is a vocational school for Negro 
boys and girls. The chief objective of the school is "to 
improve the proficiency of an individual for and/or in a 
specific occupation."^ The program is geared mainly toward 
preparing boys and girls for specific employment upon grad¬ 
uation. 
Description of the Subjects.—The school's enrollment 
is approximately 870. It is located in the southwest section 
of Atlanta. The students who enroll at Carver come from all 
sections of the Atlanta area. In addition, a few students 
come from outside the Atlanta area, and are designated as 
"county" students. 
1 
Cleveland L. Dennard, "What Makes Education Vocational," 
Unpublished, (September, l§6l), p. 2. 
11 
However, the majority of the students reside in a five mile 
radius of the school. This study involved students who 
came from all areas to attend Carver. 
Method of Research.--The descriptive survey method was 
used in this study. The techniques of school records, statis¬ 
tical and analytical interpretation were used to collect and 
treat the data for this study. 
Description of Materials.—These materials were used 
by the researcher to ascertain the status of attendance at 
the school under investigation and also to find the reasons 
given by students for their non-attendance at school. 
1. Daily Attendance Sheets 
2. State Registers 
3• Withdrawal Blanks 
ij.. Monthly Attendance Reports 
The Attendance Sheets were used to determine the average 
daily attendance of the students. The Attendance Sheets were 
compiled daily by a secretary in the office from absentee 
lists sent in by the teachers. They were filed daily in the 
office. 
The State Registers are sent to the schools from the 
State Department of Education. In them, teachers record the 
students* absentees and major reasons for absences and with¬ 
drawals every 20 days of the school year. This material was 
used by the researcher mainly to ascertain the average daily 
attendance and the reasons for non-attendance of students as 
12 
they related to grade, age, and sex. 
The Withdrawal Blanks were used to determine the number 
of students who withdrew during the school year and the 
reasons for withdrawal. 
The Monthly Attendance Reports were used to determine 
the amount of absentees and withdrawals by months and by 
semesters for the school year. 
Procedure.—The procedural steps taken to determine the 
factors involved in this study were as follows: 
1. Permission to conduct this study was obtained from 
the principal and counselors of the school. 
2. The literature, pertinent and related to this study 
was reviewed and summarized. 
3. The State Registers were examined and the following 
data extracted therefrom: 
3.1 Total number of students enrolled for the 
first and second semesters. 
3.2 Number of females and males enrolled for each 
semester. 
3*3 Number of students, males and females, enrolled 
at each grade level (8, 9» 10, 11» 12) for 
each semester. 
3.1f Number of students enrolled according to their 
chronological ages as of September 1, 1961. 
if. The average daily attendance was computed for each 
grade level and for males and females. 
5. The average daily attendance for each month of the 
school year was determined and presented in tabular 
form. 
6. The students were grouped according to the distance 
they resided from the school buildings and grounds. 
Students who lived within one mile bf the school 
represented the walkers and those who lived more 
than one mile represented the riders. The average 
daily attendance for these two groups was deter¬ 
mined. These data were shown in tabular form. 
13 
7. The students were divided into two groups accord¬ 
ing to their relationship to the compulsory school 
attendance law. Those students who were below l6 
and therefore subject to the attendance law repre¬ 
sented one group and those 16 and above and not 
subject to the attendance law represented the 
second group. The ADA for these groups were com¬ 
puted and compared. 
8. The State Registers were examined and the reasons 
given by the students for non-attendance were 
extracted therefrom and presented in tabular form. 
9. The Withdrawal Blanks were examined and the reasons 
given by the students for dropping out were extracted 
therefrom and presented in tabular form. 
10. The data were presented in tabular, graphic and 
narrative form as the nature of the data warranted. 
Interpretations accompany the presentation of all 
data. Implications, conclusions, and recommenda¬ 
tions were drawn from these data and presented in 
the final thesis copy. 
Summary of Related Literature.--The literature pertinent 
to this study revealed that authorities in the education field 
considered student attendance as a major problem of the 
school today. Most of the writers viewed non-attendance as 
a symptom of maladjustment of the student with which the 
school must cope if we expect the students to meet the chal¬ 
lenges of our society in the future. 
Mary Conway Kohler and Andre Fontaine pointed out that 
we waste more than a million kids a year. As we once wasted 
gas and forest and topsoil, today we waste our most valuable 
resource—the productive power of young brains and muscles, 
the creative power of young imaginations and emotions. We 
waste them because we can neither keep them in school nor 
1 
give them jobs. 
The attitude about non-attendance has changed in 
recent years. Clifford P. Proehlich stated that truancy 
is now regarded as a symptom—a manifestation of an adjust¬ 
ment problem which may require more than coercion for its 
solution. The modem approach is to find out the real 
reason why the pupils stay out of school. Hence, present 
day attendance workers employ techniques of social work and 
psychology as they attempt to discover and treat the cause 
2 
of truancy, rather than just the symptom. 
Richard M. Kayser asserted that the causes that rest 
behind the behavior symptoms of truancy are many and com¬ 
plex. In general, the roots of truancy may be found in the 
child himself, in the home, in the school, in the community, 
or, as is more often the cause in various combinations of 
these. 
Among the possible causes or roots of truancy, a child’s 
failure or fear of failure in school may play an important 
part in the child’s developing a lack of confidence, a feel¬ 
ing of inadequacy, or a need to rebel. 
1 
Mary Conway Kohler and Andre Fontaine, "We Waste A 
Million Kids A Year," Saturday Evening Post, Vol. CCXXXV 
(March 10, 1962), p. 1ÏÏI 
2 
Clifford P. Froehlioh, Guidance Services In The Schools 
(New York; McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1958), p. 7b. 
3 
Richard M. Kayser, o£. cit., p. 89. 
15 
This may be failure in his subjects, failure in social 
relationships, failure to meet the sometimes exaggerated 
ambitions of his parents for a high sense of status in one 
or all of these. This is an area of difficulty for all ages 
of children, but especially for adolescents.^ 
With regards to attendance records, Johnston, Peters, 
and Evraiff maintained the following viewpoint--if we are 
to view attendance records as a guidance tool, we need to 
look at what attendance, or more correctly, failure to 
attend, means to the student and to the teacher. The mean¬ 
ing it has for a particular student may be determined by the 
cause for the absence. However, real causes are not always 
apparent or even easily discernible, and in some cases the 
causative factors will bear no relationship to the meaning 
2 
of the absence. 
Percival Hutson had this to say about attendance re¬ 
cords. While some schools no doubt treat the attendance 
record as a clerical chore, there are many in which guidance 
workers follow it closely, having learned by experience that 




Richard M. Kayser, on. cit., p. 89 
2 
Edgar G. Johnston, Mildred Peters, and William Evraiff, 
The Role of the Teacher in Guidance (New Jerseys Prentice- 
Hall, Inc.-,' 1959) , P- 89. 
3 
Percival W. Hutson, The Guidance Function in Education 
(New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., 195^)# p. 3^7. 
l6 
Literature pertaining to attendance services is as 
follows; Findings in the schools of New York City resulted 
in a report which showed that absence from school is symp¬ 
tomatic of maladjustments of various types and forms. The 
recommendations in this report called for integration of the 
treatment of attendance problems with the overfall school 
program for dealing with adjustment problems, acceptance by 
teachers of responsibility for early detection and removal 
of maladjustments, and the exercise of a mental-hygiene ori¬ 
entation in dealing with infractions of the attendance code.*' 
In a Pennsylvania high school the counselor experimented 
on attendance by doing away with the written parental excuse, 
substituting for it her personal interview with the pupil 
who had been absent. The attendance record of the school was 
demonstrably improved, and she found in those interviews the 
2 
clues to needed contacts with the home and with teachers. 
Numerous studies have been made concerning the reasons 
for non-attendance. Of particular interest is a study by 
Frederick D. Browne. Some of his findings which were perti¬ 
nent to this paper were as follows; 
1. Illness caused the largest number of absentees 
according to reasons given for non-attendance. 
2. Truancy was third from the top of reasons listed. 
1 
This report was made by The Citizens' Committee on 
Children of New York City, Incorporation in Children Absent 
From School, not dated, but about 1950. 
2 
Mildred Van Zandt, ”Please Excuse,” Educational Method, 
Vol. XXII (January, I9J4.3), pp. 179-181. 
17 
3. Of the number who left school, lf2.0 per cent were 
16 years old or younger. 
if. Marriage caused more girls to leave school, while 
indifference caused more boys to drop out. 
5>. The tenth grade lost the largest percentage of 
pupils and had the largest percentage of non- 
attendance for the first semester.1 
A similar study was made by Gooden for three Mississ¬ 
ippi counties. His study of teachers' records revealed 
that the two major causes of non-attendance are ”work” and 
’’sickness,” which reflect a problem of health and economical 
conditions in the homes as a primary cause of children's 
absences from school. 
A survey of 51 if homes of parents whose children were 
responsible for the greater percentage of absences revealed 
that causes stated were found to be closely related to the 
2 
same causes in the school records. 
Gibbs, in an experimental study of twenty-five regular 
and twenty-five non-regular attenders in Henry County, 
Georgia, revealed the following information: (1) There was 
a slight difference in achievement in favor of the regular 
attenders; (2) there was a slight difference in personality 
in favor of non-regular attendants, and (3) there was a 
1 
Frederick D. Browne, ”A Survey of Pupil Attendance In 
The B. T. Washington High School of Atlanta, Georgia For The 
First Semester of 19if5-194^*” Unpublished Master's Thesis, 
Department of Education, Atlanta University, 19£lf. 
2 
Sydney Gladstone Gooden, ’’The Study Of The Cause of 
Daily Non-Attendance In The Negro Schools of Three Mississ¬ 
ippi Counties,” Unpublished Thesis, Department of Education, 
Atlanta University, 1939* 
18 
slight difference in intelligence in favor of the regular 
attenders 
Emery Stoops believed that conditions in the home 
involving negative attitudes toward education, insufficient 
funds for proper food and clothing, the necessity for the 
child to work, and unhealthful housing conditions may con- 
2 tribute to poor attendance and poor school performance. 
The Gluecks found that 9^*8 per cent of their delin¬ 
quent group truanted, 63$ persistently, while of the non¬ 
delinquent group, only 10.8 per cent truanted, none persis¬ 
tently. This finding was in line with the high percentage 
of delinquents found to be disliking school and experienc¬ 
ing relative lack of success in school.-^ 
Also related to the writer's study are the findings 
on the early school leaver or the drop-out. Studies have 
found that withdrawing is concentrated in the ninth and 
tenth grades, and about at the age of l6. Probably the 
high frequency at age l6 is related to the fact that this 
is rather commonly the upper limit of compulsory attendance. 
1 
Arthur L. Gibbs, "A Comparative Study Of Twenty-Five 
Regular and Twenty-Five Non-Regular Attenders Of The Spring- 
field Elementary School, Henry County, Georgia, 1953-54»” 
Unpublished Thesis, Department of Education, Atlanta Univer¬ 
sity, 1954» 
2 
Emery Stoops, Guidance Services: Organization and Admln- 
istration (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Inc., 1959). P. 137. 
3 
Percival W. Hutson, The Guidance Function in Education 
(New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., 1958), p. 58?. 
19 
More boys than girls drop out, especially in the grades 9 
through 12.1 
Miller further stated that "one of the clearest state¬ 
ments of ’symptoms of vulnerability to early school leaving* 
is that developed by Harold J. Dillon on the basis of his 
study of selected communities in Michigan, Ohio, and 
2 
Indiana." The findings are reported as follows: 
1. Fairly consistent regression in scholarship from 
elementary to junior to senior high school. 
2. Frequent grade failures in the elementary school. 
3. High frequency of grade or subject failure in the 
junior and senior high school. 
[(.. Marked regression in attendance from elementary 
to high school. 
5. Frequent transfers from one school to another. 
6. Evidence of a feeling of insecurity or "lack of 
belonging in school." 
■3 
7. Marked lack of interest in school work. 
The Chicago Public High Schools conducted a study of 
potential drop-outs entitled Project 105>. The subjects 
consisted of white middle class students. They described 
their findings as follows: 
Most of them were either failing in school courses or 
working far below their mental capacity a majority were also 
1 
Carroll H. Miller, Foundations of Guidance (New York: 
Harper and Brothers, I90I) p. 157. 
2 




truanting or cutting classes, and about half were presenting 
behavior problems in school. All of the students were 
unsuccessful in adapting to some school requirement or regu¬ 
lation, and three-fourths were having trouble in more than 
one area of school life.1 2 3 
The study further indicated that the student who drops 
out today is not doing so primarily because the family's 
2 
economic situation forces him to work. 
A careful diagnostic evaluation of the study group dis¬ 
closed that the youngsters and their parents had serious 
emotional problems and that the school difficulties had 
resulted from emotional disturbances. The study showed that 
there was a high degree of similarity between character 
structure of the child and one or both parents. 
Wolfbein, in his study of the school leaver, reported 
that a significant and substantial proportion of drop-outs 
exit from schools well before most kinds of occupational 
information or other facets of the guidance and counseling 
process even begin to function under current conditions. 
Practice on this score varies substantially, of course, but 
among the areas surveyed only about two out of every five 
3 
drop-outs had had any manner of vocational guidance at all. 
1 
Solomon 0. Lichter, et. al., op. clt., p. 159* 
2 
Ibid., p. l60. 
3 
S. L. Wolfbein, "Transition Prom School To Work: A 
Study of the School Leaver," Personnel and Guidance Journal, 
Vol. XXXVIII (October, 1959), p. l00. 
Chapter II 
Presentation and Analysis of Data 
Introduction.—The data presented in this chapter 
were analyzed and interpreted in an effort to provide a 
basis for the formulation of conclusions pertaining to the 
purposes of this study which were listed in Chapter I. The 
objective of this chapter was the presentation, analysis 
and interpretation of the data on the factors associated 
with school attendance and drop-outs at the Carver Voca¬ 
tional High School, 1961-62, Atlanta, Georgia. The data 
for this study were collected, organized and analyzed under 
the following captions: 
1» Yearly Enrollment for Students by Grade Levels 
and Sex. 
2. Enrollment of Students For the First and Second 
Semesters. 
3. Total Enrollment for Students by Months. 
i|. Active Enrollment by Grade Levels and Months. 
5. Total Enrollment by Students According to Chrono¬ 
logical Age as of September 1, 1961. 
6. Average Daily Attendance by Grade Levels and Months. 
7. Percentage of Attendance by Grade Levels and Months. 
8. Yearly Average Daily Attendance for Boys and Girls 
According to Grade Level. 
9. Attendance Record of Students Above and Below the 
Compulsory School Attendance Age. 




11. Reasons Given By/For Students For Non-Attendance. 
12. Percentage of Withdrawals By Grades For Boys. 
13* Percentage of Withdrawals By Grades For Girls. 
li}.. Percentage of Withdrawals By Age For Boys. 
15>. Percentage of Withdrawals By Age For Girls. 
16. Reasons Given For/By Students For Withdrawals 
(Boys). 
17. Reasons Given For/By Students For Withdrawals 
(Girls). 
Enrollment Data.—The data pertaining to the enroll¬ 
ment of the Carver Vocational High School are shown in 
Tables 1 through 5» Wherever practical, the data are shown 
according to grade levels, ages of students, and sex. 
Table 1 on Page 23 represents the total number of different 
students whose names were entered on the roll during the 
school year. Of the 9^9 students enrolled, the 8th grade 
represented 221 or 2l\. per cent of the enrollment; the 9th 
grade represented 229 or 2f> per cent of the enrollment; the 
10th grade represented 182 or 20 per cent of the enrollment; 
the 11th grade represented 190 or 21 per cent of the enroll¬ 
ment and the 12th grade represented 87 or 10 per cent of 
the enrollment. 
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Table 1.—Yearly Enrollment of Students By Grade 








12 £4 62 33 38 87 10 
11 127 67 63 33 190 21 
10 121 66 6l 34 182 20 
9 158 69 71 31 229 25 
8 i4l ■ 64 80  36 221  24  
These data show also the enrollment by sex. Of the 221 
students enrolled in the 8th grade, l4l or 64 per cent were 
boys and 80 or 36 per cent were girls. Of the 229 students 
enrolled in the 9th grade, 158 or 69 per cent were boys and 
71 or 31 per cent were girls. Of the 182 students enrolled 
in the 10th grade, 121 or 66 per cent were boys and 6l or 
34- Per cent were girls. Of the 190 students enrolled in the 
11th grade, 127 or 67 per cent were boys and 63 or 33 per cent 
were girls. Of the 87 students enrolled in the 12th grade, 
54 or 62 per cent were boys and 33 or 38 per cent were girls. 
Of the total enrollment of 909 students, 601 or 66 per cent 
were boys and 308 or 34 per cent were girls. 
Table 2 reveals information concerning the enrollment 
of boys and girls for the first and second semesters. The 
period from August 30th to January 19th comprised the first 
semester and the period from January 21st to June 1st com¬ 
prised the second semester. The enrollment for the first sem¬ 
ester for the 8th grade through the 11th grade was fairly 














12 5_k 62 . 33 38 87 10 5k 62 33 38 87 10 
11 122 67 60 33 182 21 127 67 63 33 190 21 
10 113 66 59 3k 172 19 121 66 6l 34 182 20 
9 156 . 69 69 . 31 225 25 158 69 71 31 229 25 
8 lij.0 78 36 .. 218 25 iia % 80 36 221 24 
Grand 
Total .. . 66 299 3k 88k 601 66 308 -.3k..   
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evenly distributed, as far as the per cent of the total found 
in each class. 
The 8th grade yielded 218 or 25 per cent of the enroll¬ 
ment; the 9th grade 225 or 25 per cent of the enrollment; the 
10th grade 172 or 19 per cent of the enrollment; and the 11th 
grade 182 or 21 per cent of the enrollment. The 12th grade 
had the lowest enrollment, accounting for only 87 or 10 per 
cent of the students’ names entered on the roll. 
Of the 218 students enrolled in the 8th grade, ll^O or 
61^. per cent were boys and 78 or 3& per cent were girls. Of 
the 225 students enrolled in the 9th grade, 156 or 69 per cent 
were boys and 69 or 31 per cent were girls. Of the 172 
students enrolled in the 10th grade, 113 or 66 per cent were 
boys and 59 or 34 P©r cent were girls. Of the 182 students 
enrolled in the 11th grade, 122 or 67 per cent were boys and 
60 or 33 P©r cent were girls. Of the 87 students enrolled in 
the 12th grade, 54 or &2 per cent were boys and 33 or 38 per 
cent were girls. The data revealed that on all grade levels 
the enrollment of the boys exceeded that of the girls almost 
twice as much. Of the total enrollment of 884* 5^5 or 86 per 
cent were boys whereas 299 or 3b Per cent were girls. 
Table 2 shows also the enrollment for the second semester. 
The 8th grade represented 221 or 34 P©r cent of the 909 stu¬ 
dents who were enrolled. The 9th grade represented 229 or 
25 per cent of the enrollment. Percentage-wise, the enroll¬ 
ment of the different grades remained relatively the same as 
the first semester. 
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The 10th grade represented 182 or 20 per cent of the 
enrollment; the 11th grade represented 190 or 21 per cent of 
the enrollment. The 12th grade represented 87 or 10 per cent 
of the enrollment. 
The data reveal that the 8th and 9th grades had the high¬ 
est percentage of the total enrollment for both semesters. 
The 11th grade had the next highest percentage of the enroll¬ 
ment with percentages of 21 for both semesters. The 10th 
grade followed with a percentage of 19 for the first semester 
and a percentage of 20 for the second semester. The 12th 
grade remained as the grade having the lowest percentage of 
students for both semesters with percentages of 10 for both 
semesters. 
Data pertaining to the enrollment by sex is also shown 
for the second semester. Of the 221 students enrolled in the 
8th grade, lij.1 or 6I4. per cent were boys and 80 or 36 per cent 
were girls. Of the 229 students enrolled in the yth. grade, 
158 or 69 per cent were boys and 71 or 31 per cent were girls. 
Of the 182 students enrolled in the 10th grade, 121 or 66 per 
cent were boys and 6l or 34 Per cent were girls. Of the 190 
students enrolled in the 11th grade, 127 or 67 per cent were 
boys and 63 or 33 per cent were girls. Of the 87 students 
enrolled in the 12th grade, 54 or per cent were boys and 
33 or 38 per cent were girls. Of the total enrollment of 909 
students, 601 or 66 per cent were boys and 308 or 34 per cent 
were girls. 
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Table 3.—Total Enrollment of Students by Months 
Months 




12 86 ; 87 87 87 87 87 87 87 87 1 
11 17? 179 182 189 189 189 190 190 190 15 . 
10 170 171 172 172 172 179 182 182 182 12 
9 221 2214. 225 228 228 229 229 229 229 8 
8 215 216 217 219 219 220 221 221 221 6 
Totals 867 877 -29a. 895 895 901). 909 909 909 h2 
Table 3 represents the total enrollment of students 
according to the nine months' period in the school year. 
Table 3 is based completely on entries. Of the total enroll¬ 
ment of 87 in the 12th grade, 1 student entered after the 
first month. The 11th grade, with a total enrollment of 190, 
had 15 entries aftér the first month. The 10th grade, with 
a total of 182, had 12 entries after the first month. The 
9th grade, with a total enrollment of 229, had 8 entries after 
the first month. The 8th grade, with a total enrollment of 
221, had 6 entries after the first month. The data reveal 
that of the total enrollment of 909 students, lj.2 entered after 
the first month of school. 
Table I4. on Page 28 shows the number of students whose 
names appeared in the State Registers and who did not with¬ 
draw or transfer from the school. The data reveal that a 
gradual decrease occurred in the active enrollment of each 
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Table Ij..—Aôtive Enrollment by Grade Levels and 
Months. 
Months 
Grades 1 2 3 if 5 6 7 8 9 
12 86 82 81 80 77 76 76 75 73 
11 175 179 178 170 161 158 151 Hf5 llj-3 
10 170 l65 163 155 151 145 44- 111-2 
9 221 217 218 215 206 203 196 195 189 
8 215 2llf 2 Ilf 215 216 215 21It 213 213 
Totals 867 857 _85k_ 835 815 803 782 772 760 
grade level. The 8th grade revealed more constancy in 
active enrollment than the other grades in that the active 
enrollment of 215 at the end of the first monthtdld not 
decrease more than two for the nine months' period. 
The 12th grade was second in the degree of constancy 
that it revealed, accounting for a decrease in active enroll¬ 
ment from 86 for the first month to 73 or a total of 13 at 
the end of the nine months' period. The enrollment of the 
10th grade decreased for the nine months' period, from an 
active enrollment of 170 for the first month to lif2 or a 
total of 28. The 9th grade decreased in active enrollment 
from 221 for the first month to 189 or a total of 31 for the 
nine months' period. The 11th grade showed more fluctuation 
and decrease from an active enrollment of 175 at the end of 
the first month to li|_3 or a total of 32 for the nine months' 
period. 
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Table f>.—Total Enrollment of Students According 
to Chronological Age as of September 1, 1961. 
MS. 
12 13 Hf 15 16 17 18 & Above Total 
B 10 24. 20 54- 
12 G 7 11 15 33 
B Hf 6 5 31 14- 12l|_ 
11 G 6 32 23 5 66 
B 16 4-3 37 23 2 121 
10 G 1 7 33 16 if 6l 
B 15 71 4-9 19 3 1 158 
9 G 9 35 17 7 2 1 71 
B l6 ^2 ifl 24 8 14-1 
8 G 13 36 21 9 1 80 
Grand 
Total 29 113 191 19? 202 121 58 909 
Per-. 
centage  2_ 12 21 21 22 14. 6 
Table $ reveals the different ages of the students who 
were enrolled at Carver Vocational High School during the 
school year, 1961-62. 
The ages of the students ranged from 12 years of age 
to 18 years of age and above. Of the 9^9 students enroll¬ 
ed, 29 or 3 per cent were 12 years old; 113 or 12 per cent 
were 13 years old; 191 or 21 per cent were li|. years old; 
195 or 21 per cent were 15> years old; 202 or 22 per cent 
were 16 years old; 121 or ll|. per cent were 17 years old; 
and 5>8 or 6 per cent were 18 years old and above. 
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The data indicate also that as the grades ascend, the 
ages increase also with the greater number of students 
ranging from ages l4 to l6. The 14» 15» and l6 year olds 
accounted for 6Lj_ per cent of the total enrollment. 
Of the ll^l boys enrolled in the 8th grade, 117 or 83 
per cent were found to be 13, 14» and 15 years of age. The 
13 year old boys comprised the highest percentage of the 
ages for boys enrolled in the 8th grade accounting for 52 
or 37 per cent of the 8th grade boys' enrollment. Of the 
80 girls enrolled in the 8th grade, 57 or 71 per cent were 
13 and lij. years of age. The 13 year old 8th grade girls, 
like the 13 year old 8th grade boys, represented the highest 
percentage of the ages for girls enrolled accounting for 36 
or 45 per cent of the 8th grade girls' enrollment. 
Of the 158 boys enrolled in the 9th grade, 120 or 76 
per cent were found to be l4 and 15 years of age. The l4 
year old boys comprised the highest percentage of the ages 
for boys enrolled in the 9^ grade accounting for 71 or 45 
per cent of the 9^ grade boys' enrollment. Of the 71 girls 
enrolled in the 9th grade, 52 or 73 per cent were 14 and 15 
years of age. The llf year old 9^ grade girls represented 
the highest percentage of the ages for girls enrolled account 
ing for 35 or 49 per cent of the 9th grade girls' enrollmment 
Of the 121 boys enrolled in the 10th grade, 80 or 66 
per cent were revealed to be 15 and 16 years of age. The 
15 year old boys constituted the highest percentage of the 
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ages for boys enrolled in the 10th grade accounting for 43 
or 35 per cent of the 10th grade boys’ enrollment. Of the 
6l girls enrolled in the 10th grade, 4.9 or 80 per cent were 
discovered to be 15 and l6 years of age. The 15 year old 
10th grade girls represented the highest percentage of the 
ages for girls enrolled accounting for 33 or 54 per cent of 
the 10th grade girls’ enrollment. 
Of the 124 boys enrolled in the 11th grade, 96 or 77 
per cent were found to be l6 and 17 years of age. The l6 
year old boys comprised the highest percentage of the ages 
for boys enrolled in the 11th grade accounting for 65 or 
52 per cent of the 11th grade boys' enrollment. Of the 66 
girls enrolled, 55 or 83 per cent were 16 and 17 years of 
age. The l6 year old girls had the highest percentage of 
the ages for girls enrolled in the 11th grade by represent¬ 
ing 32 or 48 per cent of the total enrollment for 11th 
grade girls. 
Of the 54 boys enrolled in the 12th grade, 44- or 81 
per cent were revealed to be 17 and 18 years old and above. 
The age with the highest percentage was 17 which constituted 
24 or 44- per cent of the 12th grade enrollment. Of the 33 
girls enrolled in the 12th grade, 26 or 78 per cent were 
17 end 18 years of age and above. The 18 year olds and 
above were highest in the percentage of ages for 12th grade 
girls by accounting for 15 or 45 per cent of the enrollment 
for girls in the 12th grade. 






O 1 2 3 k 5 6 7 8 9 ADA 
ADA 71.10 74.90 70.95 71.30 70.70 68.10 70.10 67.60 69.30 70.50 
12 f 85 91 88 89 91 90 _ 92 90 95 90 
ADA 150.45 153.20 151.60 lkl.20 lk3.25 137.70 130.85 130.70 126.95 iko.65 
11 % ... 85 86 _ 85 83 .... 89 87 87 89 89 87 
ADA 133.15 136.85 130.75 n6.ko 116.10 120.15 120.15 113.10 112.ko 122.11 
10 % 78 83 80 75 75 79 83 78 79  79 
ADA 173.kO 178.70 169.85 156.20 152.75 153.95 157.55 151.40 lk6.kk 160.03 
9 % 78 82 78 72 71 72 7k 71  69  7k 
ADA 159.50 159.So 154.50 139.55 142.25 iki.5o 137.90 128.k6 135.45 144.29 
8 £ 7k 7k 72 65 65 66 6k 60 6k 67 
© 
rH 




 Z2_ 82  Z2_ ... ...15... 77 77  I§_ 77 78 78 
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Average Dally Attendance by Grade Levels and Sex.—The 
data pertaining to the average daily attendance of the 
Carver Vocational High School are shown in Tables 6 through 
8. Wherever suitable, the data are shown according to grade 
level and sex. Table 6 on Page 32 reveals the average num¬ 
ber of students present daily by grade levels for the nine 
months* period. 
By examining Table i|_ and Table 6 together, one can see 
the active enrollment of the students in relation to the 
number of students who were present daily for each month. 
The data indicate that the 8th grade demonstrated a gradual 
decrease in daily attendance over the nine months' period. 
The attendance decreased from 74 per cent of the 21f? actively 
enrolled students being present daily to 64. per cent of the 
213 actively enrolled students being present daily. The yth 
grade showed a decline in the average daily attendance, 
decreasing from 78 per cent of the 221 actively enrolled 
students being present daily to 69 per cent of the 189 actively 
enrolled students being present dally. In the 10th grade, 
the average daily attendance showed a slight increase from 
78 per cent of the 170 actively enrolled students being pre¬ 
sent daily during the first month to 79 per cent of the 1 \\2 
actively enrolled students being present daily at the end 
of the nine months' period. 
The data for the 11th grade reveals a more constant per¬ 
centage of attendance during the nine months by remaining in 
the 80's. The data show also an increase from 85 per cent 
of the 175 actively enrolled students being present daily 
to 89 per cent of the li|_3 actively enrolled students being 
present daily. The per cent of average daily attendance 
for the 12th grade remained in the 80*s and 90’8 throughout 
the nine months* period. The data also indicate an increase 
in daily attendance from 85 per cent of the 86 actively 
enrolled students being present daily to 95 per cent of the 
73 actively enrolled students being present. 
Table 6 also reveals the total per cent of average 
daily attendance for all grades studied by months. The first 
month showed an average daily attendance of 687.60 or 79 
per cent of the 867 actively enrolled students; the second 
month had an average daily attendance of 703.15 or 82 per 
cent of the 857 actively enrolled students; the third month 
revealed 677*65 or 79 Per cent of the 851+ actively enrolled 
students; the fourth month showed 62I4..65 or 75 per cent of 
the 835 actively enrolled students; the fifth month had an 
average daily attendance of 625*05 or 77 per cent of the 
8l5 actively enrolled atudents; the sixth month revealed an 
average daily attendance of 621.l).0 or 77 per cent of the 803 
actively enrolled students; the seventh month showed 6l6.55 
or 78 per cent of the 782 actively enrolled students; the 
eighth month had an average daily attendance of 591*26 or 
77 per cent of the actively enrolled students; and the ninth 
month revealed 590.65 or 78 per cent of the 760 actively 
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enrolled students. The total yearly average dally attendance 
for all grades studied was 637.58 or 78 per cent. 
In comparing the average daily attendance for the two 
semesters the data seem to justify the following statements: 
1. On the 8th grade level, the average daily attend¬ 
ance for the second semester was lower than for 
the first semester with percentages averaging in 
the 70's for the first semester and in the 60’s 
for the second semester. 
2. On the grade level, the average daily attend¬ 
ance for the second semester was lower than for 
the first semester with percentages averaging in 
the high 70’s and the low 70*s for the second 
semester. 
3. On the 10th grade level, the average daily attend¬ 
ance for the two semesters were comparatively the 
same, both averaging percentages in the middle 70*s. 
On the 11th grade level, the average daily attend¬ 
ance for the second semester was slightly higher 
with the percentage averages for the second semester 
being in the high 80's and the percentage averages 
in the first semester being in the middle 80's. 
5. On the 12th grade level, the average daily attend¬ 
ance for the second semester was higher than for 
the first semester with percentages averaging in 
the 90's for the second semester and in the high 
80*s for the first semester. 
A look at the yearly average daily attendance reveals 
that the 12th grade yielded a yearly average daily attendance 
of 70.50 or 90 per cent of the students present daily. The 
11th grade had a yearly average daily attendance for the 
year of ll|_0.65 or 87 per cent of the students present daily. 
The 10th grade had a yearly average daily attendance of 
122.11 or 79 per cent of the students present daily. The 
9th grade had an average daily attendance of l60.03 or 7I4. 
36 
per cent of the students present during the school year. 
The 8th grade had an average daily attendance of li+lp.29 or 
67 per cent of the students present during the school year. 
Table 7.--Per Cent of Attendance by Grade Levels 
and Months. 
Months 
Grades 1 2 3 If 5 6 7 8 9 Total 
12 90 90 87 88 90 90 91 91 9£ 9k 
11 93 87 89 83 88 88 91 89 91 88 
10 % 81 80 73 76 78 82 79 80 80 
_ 9 83 82 80 73 73 76 80 Ik 77 78 
8 86 81 79 71 72 71 71 66 69  LL_ 
Table 7 shows the per cent of days that the students in 
each grade level attended school monthly. Table 7» like 
Table 6 aids in comparing the percentage of attendance of 
the students. 
The 12th grade exhibited the highest per cent of attend¬ 
ance with the actual per cent ranging from 87 to 95 during 
the school year. The 11th grade followed with the next 
highest percentages for the year. These percentages ranged 
from 83 to 91* The percentages for the 10th and 9th grades 
were about the same with per cents ranging in the 80's and 
70*s. The 8th grade revealed a gradual decline from per 
cents ranging in the 80's to per cents ranging in the 60's. 
The data show also the per cent of attendance for the 
first and second semesters. 
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On the 12th grade level, the percentage of attendance 
was in the high 80*s for the first semester while the per¬ 
centage of attendance for the second semester was in the 
90*s. On the 11th grade level, the percentages for both 
the first and second semesters were in the high 80's. 
On the 10th grade level, the percentage of attendance 
was in the low 80's for both semesters. On the 9th grade 
level, the percentages were in the 80's for the first semes¬ 
ter and in the 70's for the second semester. On the 8th 
grade level, the per cent of attendance was in the 70's for 
the first semester and in the 60's for the second semester. 
The total percentage of attendance for the year was as 
follows: The 12th grade had 94 per cent of attendance; the 
11th grade, 88 per cent; the 10th grade, 80 per cent; the 
9th grade, 78 per cent; and the 8th grade had 73 per cent of 
attendance• 
By comparing Table 7 with Table 6, the researcher dis¬ 
covered the per cent of days that the students were present 
to be slightly higher than the per cent of students who were 
present daily. 
The data presented in Table 8 on Page 38 reveal the 
yearly average daily attendance for boys and girls according 
to grade levels. The 8th grade boys, with an enrollment of 
l4l» yielded the highest attendance for their sex by having 
an average daily attendance of II8.9O or 84 per cent. Per¬ 
centage-wise, the 12th grade boys were next with an enroll- 
Table 8.—Yearly Average Daily Attendance for Boys and Girls 






















12 Sk 7,559.. l80 ia.99 78 31 0 3900 180 21.66 66 
11 127 IÜ.,800 180 82.22 65 63 8139 180 145.21 72 
10 121 111, 030 l80 77-914- 65 6l 7952 180 1A.17 72 
9 ... 1^8 20,208 180 112.26 71 71 12,328 180 68.Ü-8 96 
8 iia 
i 
21A03 l80 118.90 % 8o 11,3214 180 62.01 79 
Totals 6oi 78,000 It33.33 72 308 146,6143 2ii2.il.6 ... 19-. 
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ment of 5l|- and an average daily attendance of lj.1.99 or 78 
per cent. The 9th grade boys, with an enrollment of 158, 
compiled an average daily attendance of 112.26 or 71 per 
cent. The 10th and 11th grades had the lowest percentages 
of attendance. The 10th grade, with an ehrollment of 121, 
had an average daily attendance of 77*8i|. or 65 per cent. 
The 11th grade, with an enrollment of 127, revealed an 
average daily attendance of 82.22 or 65 per cent. 
Table 8 also reveals the yearly attendance record for 
the girls at Carver Vocational High School. The 9th grade 
girls had the highest per cent of attendance with an enroll¬ 
ment of 71 and an average daily attendance of 68.1|.8 or 98 
per cent. The 8th grade girls, with an enrollment of 80, 
had an average daily attendance of 62.91 or 79 P®r cent. 
The 10th and 11th grade girls exhibited the same per cent 
of attendance for the year. The 10th grade girls, with an 
enrollment of 6l, showed an average daily attendance of 1^.17 
or 72 per cent. The 11th grade girls, with an enrollment 
of 63, showed an average daily attendance of I4.5.2I or 72 
per cent. The 12th grade girls were lowest in attendance, 
by having an enrollment of 33, and an average daily attend¬ 
ance record of 21.66 or 66 per cent. 
The data in Table 8 also show the total attendance 
record for boys and girls for the school year. The boys, 
with a total enrollment of 601, had an average daily attend¬ 
ance record of 14-33«33 or 72 per cent. The girls, with an 
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enrollment of 308, had an average daily attendance of 
21^2.4-6 or 79 per cent. 
Average Dally Attendance, Distance Traveled, and The 
Compulsory Attendance Law.—The data pertaining to the 
attendance record of students in relation to transportation 
and the compulsory school attendance law are presented in 
Table 9 and Table 10. The data are shown according to grade 
levels. Table 9 reveals the average daily attendance of 
those students who live within one mile of the school and 
those who live more than one mile from the school. Those 
students who live within one mile of the school are desig¬ 
nated as "walkers,” whereas those students who live more 
than one mile are designated as "riders." 
The data show that on the 12th grade level, 49 students 
were designated as "walkers." They compiled an average 
daily attendance of 36.10 or 74 P©r cent. The 11th grade, 
with an enrollment of 102 "walkers," had an average daily 
attendance of 84*06 or 82 per cent. The 10th grade, with 
an enrollment of 100 "walkers," had an average daily attend¬ 
ance of 84.31 or 78 per cent. The 9th grade, with an enroll¬ 
ment of 163 "walkers," had an average daily attendance of 
II5.92 or 71 per cent. The 8th grade, with an enrollment 
of l6l "walkers," had an average daily attendance of 102.95 
or 64 per cent. 
Table 9 reveals also the average daily attendance of 
those students who live more than one mile from the school 
Table 9»—Attendance Record of Students in Relation 
to Distance Between Residence and School. 
Grades 
Within 









12 ij-9 36.10 7I4- 38 30.0£__ 79 
11 102 81u06 82 88 62.79 71 
10 108 8I1..31 78 7lk 37.75 51 
9 163 115.97 71 66 lj-2.98 65 
8 l6l 102.95 6k 60 Iti.W 69 
Totals 583 lj.21.82  72 326 217.21j. 65 
or the "riders." The 12th grade, with an enrollment of 38 
"riders" exhibited an average daily attendance of 30.05 or 80 
per cent. The 11th grade, with an enrollment of 88 "riders" 
had an average daily attendance record of 62.79 or 71 Per 
cent. On the 10th grade level, the "riders" constituted 7l| 
of the enrollment and contributed an average daily attendance 
record of 37*75 or f>l per cent. This was the lowest percent¬ 
age of attendance recorded for the school for grade level or 
sex. The 9^ grade, with an enrollment of 66 "riders" com¬ 
prised 14.2.98 or 65 per cent of the average daily attendance 
for the "riders." The 8th grade, with an enrollment of 60 
"riders" comprised 217.2lj. or 65 per cent of the average daily 
attendance for those students who lived more than one mile 
from the school 
Table 10.—Attendance Record of Students Above and 










12 87 69.142 80 
11 20 16.1+2 82 170 122.76 72 
10 105 78.77 75 77 . 14.29 60 
9 196 1I1-0.66 72 33 18.13 55 
8 212 156.08 71*. 9 g.65_. 70 
Totals ?33 391.71  14. 376 275.15  11  
Of the total enrollment of 909 students, 5&3 were found 
to live within one mile of the school and had an average 
dally attendance record of Ij.21.82 or 72 per cent. Those 
students who lived more than one mile from the school totaled 
326 and had an average dally attendance of 217.2l± or 65 per 
cent. 
Table 10 on Page lj.2 shows the attendance record of those 
students who were below l6 years of age and those who were l6 
and above. Those students below l6 are under the compulsory 
school attendance law and those l6 and above are not under 
the compûlsory school attendance law. 
They comprise an average dally attendance of 69.1+2 or 80 
per cent. On the 11th grade level, 170 were discovered to be 
l6 and above. Those students had an average daily attendance 
of 122.76 or 72 per cent. On the 10th grade level, 77 
students were l6 and above. They constituted an average 
daily attendance of 1^*29 or 60 per cent. On the grad© 
level, 33 students were recorded as being l6 and above. They 
had an average daily attendance of 18.13 or 55 percent. On 
the 8th grade level, 9 students were l6 and above and had an 
average daily attendance of 5*65 or 71 per cent. 
Of the total enrollment of 909 students, 533 were below 
the age of l6 and yielded an average daily attendance of 391*71 
or 7I4. per cent. Those students who were l6 and above numbered 
376 and had an average daily attendance of 275*15 or 73 P©r 
cent. Only $. slight margin of difference occurred between the 
percentage of average daily attendance for the two groups, 
with the students below the age of l6 yielding 7I4- per cent 
and the students l6 and above yielding 73 per cent. 
Reasons For Non-Attendance .--Table 11 on Page ijij. reveals 
the different reasons that were given by students or for 
students for their failing to attend school. The reasons as 
listed in Table 11, are recorded with few changes from the 
manner in which they were written in the State Registers. 
The data show that the reason, "illness of student" was 
recorded 771 times to give it a rank of 1. This finding is 
supported by other researchers on non-attendance, and reflects 
a problem of health conditions in the home as a primary cause 
for children’s absences from school. 
Table 11.—Reasons Given By/For Students For Non-Attendance 
Reasons Frequencies Rank Reasons Frequencies Rank 
Illness of Student 771 1 Helped Move 10 11.5 
Truancy 2la 2 Inclement Weather 10 11.5 
Lack of Interest 3 
Detained by Legal 
Authorities 8 .13 
Helping at Home 79 k Financial Problems 7 Hi.5 
Working 73 5 Out of Town 7 
Illness in Family 65 6 Suspension 6 l6 
Improper Clothing 31 7 Being Punished 1 18 
Transportation 20 8 Lost Books 1 18 
Attending to Business 15 9 Lost House Key 1 18 
Overslept Hi 10 
"Truancy” was recorded 2l).l times to give it a rank of 2. 
"Lack of Interest" ranked third with a recording of II4.3 
times. "Helping at home" ranked fourth because it was re¬ 
corded 79 times. "Working" was recorded 73 times to give 
it a rank of 5« "Illness in Family" was recorded 65 times 
to give it a rank of 6. 
Other reasons were ranked accordingly: "improper 
clothing," had a frequency of 31 to give it a rank of 7J 
"transportation" had a frequency of 20 to give it a rank of 
8; "attending to business" had a frequency of 15 to give it 
a rank of 9» "overslept," had a frequency of l[|. to give it 
a rank of 10; "inclement weather" and "helped move" had 
frequencies of 10 to give them ranks of 11.5» ’’detained by 
legal authorities" had a frequency of 8 to give it a rank 
of 13» "out of town" and "financial problems" had frequen¬ 
cies of 7 to rank 114..5J ’’suspension" had a frequency of 6 
to rank l6; and "lost books," "being punished," and "lost 
house key" had frequencies of 1 to rank 18. 
Withdrawal Data.—Data pertaining to withdrawals are 
found in Tables 12 through 17. A pictorial presentation 
is charted in Figure 1 through Figure ij.. Wherever suitable, 
the graphs are presented along with the data to which they 
relate• 
Table 12 on Page I4.6 shows the withdrawals by grade 
levels for boys. On the 12th grade level, of the 51^ students 




Table 12. —Percentage of Withdrawals by Grades For Boys 
Grades Enrollment No. of Withdrawals 
Per Cent of 
Withdrawals 
12 SU 8 15 
11 127  20^ 2k 
10 121 Ul 3k 
9 158 29 18 
8  M  6  Jfc  
Of the 127 eleventh graders enrolled, I4.I or 3k per 
cent withdrew; of the lf>8 ninth graders enrolled, 29 or 18 
per cent withdrew. Of the llj.1 eighth graders enrolled, 6 
or I}, per cent withdrew. Of the 601 boys enrolled for the 
school year, llij. or 19 per cent withdrew 
Graph 1 illustrates the data presented above in 
Table 12. 
Table 13.—Percentage of Withdrawals For Girls 
Grades Enrollment No. of Withdrawals 
Per Cent of 
Withdrawals 
12 33 k 12 
11 63 1.9 30 
10 6l 10 16 
9 71 10 1 k 
8 80 2  12  
The data in Table 13 reveal the number of withdrawals 
by grades for the girls enrolled at the Carver Vocational 
High School for the school year. Of the 33 girls enrolled 
in the 12th grade, if or 12 per cent withdrew. Of the 63 
girls enrolled in the 11th grade, 19 or 30 per cent with¬ 
drew. Of the 6l girls enrolled in the 10th grade, 10 or l6 
per cent withdrew. Of the 71 girls enrolled in the 9^ 
grade, 10 or llf per cent withdrew. Of the 80 girls enrolled 
in the 8th grade, 2 or 13 per cent withdrew. Of the 308 
girls enrolled for the school year, bS or H per cent with¬ 
drew over the nine months' period. Figure 2 on Page if8, 
illustrates the data presented above in Table 13. 
Tables 12 and 13 show that the 10th and 11th grades had 
the largest percentage of withdrawals for girls. The 10th 
grade was next with l6 per cent. The 8th grade boys had the 
lowest percentage of withdrawals with if per cent compared to 
13 per cent for the 8th grade girls. 
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Table llj..—Percentage of Withdrawals By Ages For 
Boys. 
Ages Enrollment No. of Withdrawals 
Per Cent of 
Withdrawals 
18 & Above 37 20 54 
17 81 . 4-3 53 
16 139 4-3   31 
135 7 5 
-ik-,. 128 1 .7 
The 8th and 9th grade girls tended to withdraw more 
with percentages totaling 27 while the 8th and 9^ grad® 
I ' 
boys tended to withdraw less frequently with 22 per cent 
withdrawals. 
The data pertainiAg to the percentage of withdrawals 
by ages for boys and girls is presented in Tables llj. and 15. 
Table li|. is concerned with information about the withdrawals 
of boys. 
t 
A* /s /*> 77 SS /<? 
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Table lij. demonstrates that of the 37 boys enrolled at 
the age of 18 and above, 20 or 54- per cent withdrew. Of the 
81 boys enrolled at the age of 17» 4-3 or 53 P©r cent with¬ 
drew. Of the 139 boys enrolled at the age of l6, 4-3 or 31 
per cent withdrew. Of the 135 boys enrolled at the age of 
15» 7 or 5 per cent withdrew. Of the 128 boys enrolled at 
the age of 14-» 1 or 7 per cent withdrew. This data is 
illustrated in Figure 3, above. 
Table If? permits one to observe the withdrawals by 
ages for girls. The data reveal that of the 21 girls en¬ 
rolled at the age of 18 and above, 10 or 4-8 P©r cent with¬ 
drew. Of the 4-0 girls enrolled at the age of 17, 7 or 18 
per cent withdrew. Of the 63 girls enrolled at the age of 
l6, 19 or 30 per cent withdrew. Of the 65 girls enrolled 
at the age of 15, 7 or 11 per cent withdrew. Of the 63 
girls enrolled at the age of 14-, 2 or 3 per cent withdrew. 
5o 
Table 15.-- -Percentage of Withdrawals by Age For Girls 
Ages Enrollment No. of Withdrawals 
Per Cent of 
Withdrawals 
18 & Above 21 10 14-8  
17 ho 7 18 
l6 63 19 30  
15 65 7 11 
  63 2  3  
Figure I4., helow, illustrates the withdrawals by age for 
girls. 
Both boys and girls tended to withdraw in large percent¬ 
ages from, the age of l6 and above with the boys’ percentages 
exceeding that of the girls. 
Figure 4. Withdrawals A<^es -for Girls 
Table l6.—Reasons Given By/Por Boys For Withdrawing 
Reasons Frequencies Rank 
Excessive Absences 50 1 
Working 15 2 
Truancy 7 3 
Not Interested 6 k . 
Illness 4 5 
Suspended 3 6 
Principal’s Request 2 7 
Hardship 1 8.5 
Conduct 1 Q-5 . 
Of the 2^7 boys enrolled at the age of l6 and above, 
106 or l|_9 per cent withdrew. In comparison, of the 124- 
girls enrolled at l6 years and above, 36 or 29 per cent 
withdrew. The data revealed that students 16 years of age 
and above withdrew at higher percentages for both sexes 
than those students who were below the age of l6. 
Tables l6 and 17 list the reasons given by/for the 
boys and girls for withdrawing from the Carver Vocational 
High School. The reasons listed in the Tables are recorded 
exactly as they were written or typed on the withdrawal 
sheets and/or cards. The reasons for boys are listed in 
Table l6. 
"Excessive absences" ranked number 1 for boys withdraw 
ing with a frequency of £0. "Working" was second in rank 
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Table 17.—Reasons Given By/For Girls For Withdrawing 
Reasons F R Reasons F R 
Excessive Absences 21 1 Student's Request 1 10 
Pregnancy 8 2 Husband's Request 1 10 
Recommended by 
Visiting Counselor If _3 Marital Problems 1 10 
Indifference 2 if.5 Refused to Attend 1 10 
Illness 2 if.5 Suspension 1 10 
Marriage 1 10 Financial Reasons 1 10 
Mother's Request 1 10 Working 1 10 
with a frequency of 15. "Truancy" was third in rank with a 
frequency of 7» "Not Interested" ranked fourth with a fre¬ 
quency of 6. "Illness" ranked as number 5 with a frequency 
of if. "Suspended" ranked number 6 with a frequency of 3. 
"Principal’s Request" ranked seventh with a frequency of 2. 
"Conduct" and "Hardship" ranked 8.5 with frequencies of 1. 
Table 17 presents the reasons given for/by girls with¬ 
drawing from school. "Excessive Absences" was the reason 
recorded most for girls withdrawing with 21 frequencies. 
"Pregnancy" ranked second with a frequency of 8. "Recommend¬ 
ed by the Visiting Counselor" ranked third with a frequency 
of if. "Illness" and "Indifference" ranked if.5 with frequen¬ 
cies of 2. The following reasons had frequencies of 1 and 
ranked number 10: "Marriage," "Mother's Request," "Student's 
Request," "Husband's Request," "Marital Problems," "Refused 
to Attend," "Financial Reasons," "working," and "suspension." 
Chapter III 
Summary and Conclusions 
Introduction.—The central problem involved in this 
study was to survey and describe the factors associated with 
school attendance drop-outs at the Carver Vocational High 
School for the school year, 1961-62. An attempt was made 
to reveal any relationships that might exist between school 
attendance and such factors as age, grade, and sex. 
The major purpose of this study was to describe the 
factors involved in the school attendance and drop-outs at 
Carver Vocational High School for the year, 1961-62. 
More specifically, the researcher attempted to accom¬ 
plish the following objectives: 
1. To determine the enrollment for the first and 
second semesters according to grade level, sex, 
and according to the chronological age of the 
students. 
2. To compare the per cent of average daily attend¬ 
ance for each month of the school year. 
3» To make a comparison of the average daily attend¬ 
ance by sex, student grade placement, chronolo¬ 
gical age of the students, and distance traveled 
to school. 
J+. To classify reasons most frequently given by 
students for non-attendance. 
5. To classify reasons most frequently given by 
students for becoming a drop-out during the 
1961-62 school year. 
6. To draw implications, if any, for the improve¬ 
ment in attendance from the analysis and inter¬ 
pretation of the data that was gathered during 
the research. 
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It is believed that a study of this kind will be of 
value in getting an overview of the attendance problem at 
a particular school with hopes that this school and other 
schools faced with a similar problem will study the impli¬ 
cations drawn from this study for the purpose of formulating 
school practices concerning good attendance. 
Methodology.—This study was conducted at Carver Voca¬ 
tional High School in Atlanta, Georgia for the school year 
of I96I-62. The subjects were all the students who were 
enrolled at Carver for the school year 1961-62. 
The descriptive-survey method of research, employing 
the techniques of school records, statistical and analytical 
interpretation, were used to collect and treat the data for 
this study. 
The materials used to ascertain the status of attendance 
at this school were: Daily Attendance Sheets, State Regis¬ 
ters, Withdrawal Blanks, and Monthly Attendance Reports. 
The procedural steps taken to determine the factors 
involved in this study were as follows: 
1. Permission to conduct this study was obtained from 
the principal and counselors of the school. 
2. The literature, pertinent and related to this 
study, was reviewed and summarized. 
3- The State Registers were examined and the follow¬ 
ing data were extracted therefrom: 
3.1 Total number of students enrolled for the 
first and second semesters. 
3.2 Total number of students enrolled for the 
school year. 
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3*3 Number of females and males enrolled for 
each semester. 
3.1|- Number of students, males and females, 
enrolled at each grade level (8, 9» 10» 11, 
12) for each semester. 
3*5 Number of students enrolled according to 
their chronological ages as of September 1, 
1961. 
3.6 The average daily attendance was computed 
for each grade level for males and females. 
3.7 The average daily attendance for each month 
of the school year was determined and presented 
in tabular form. 
3.8 The students were grouped according to the 
distance they resided from the school building 
and grounds. Students who lived within one 
mile of the school represented the "walkers” 
and those who lived more than one mile repre¬ 
sented the "riders.” The average daily 
attendance for these two groups were deter¬ 
mined. These data were shown in tabular form. 
3«9 The students were divided into two groups 
according to their relationship to the compul¬ 
sory school attendance law. Those students 
who were below 16 and therefore subject to 
the attendance law represented one group and 
those l6 and above, not subject to the attend¬ 
ance law represented the second group. The 
average daily attendance for these groups 
was computed and compared. 
lj.. The State Registers were examined and the reasons 
given by students for non-attendance were extracted 
therefrom and presented in tabular form. 
5. The Withdrawal Blanks were examined and the reasons 
given by students for dropping out were extracted 
therefrom and presented in tabular form. 
6. The data were presented in tabular, graphic and 
narrative form as the nature of the data warranted. 
Interpretations accompanied the presentation of 
all data. 
7. Findings were summarized and implications were 
drawn. 
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8. Conclusions and recommendations were drawn on the 
basis of the findings. 
Summary of Literature Pertinent to the Present Study.— 
The literature pertinent to this study revealed that autho¬ 
rities in the education field consider school attendance as 
a major problem of the schools today. Mary Conway Kohler 
and Andre Fontaine point out that we waste more than a 
million kids a year, because we neither keep them in school 
nor give them jobs.^ 
Most of the writers view non-attendance as a symptom 
of maladjustment of the student with which the school must 
cope if we expect the students to meet the challenge of our 
2 3 
society in the future. Froehlich and Kayser^ agree that 
truancy is regarded as a manifestation of an adjustment 
problem which may require more than coercion for its solu¬ 
tion. The modern approach is to find out the real reasons 
why the pupil stays out of school. They assert that the 
causes that rest behind the behavior symptoms of truancy 
are many and complex; that the roots of truancy may be found 
in the child himself, in the home, in the school, in the 
community, or in various combinations of these. 
1 
Mary Conway Kohler and Andre Fontaine, "We Waste A 
Million Kids A Year," Saturday Evening Post, Vol. CCXXXV 
(March 10, 1962), p. lUl 
2 
Clifford P. Froehlich, op. cit. 
3 
Richard M. Kayser, op. cit. 
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With regards to attendance records, Johnston, Peters, 
and Evraiff maintain that we should view attendance records 
as a guidance tool. They further assert that we need to 
look at what attendance, or failure to attend means to the 
student and to the teacher. The cause for absence may be 
traced to the meaning that attendance has for the student. 
2 
Percival Hutson says that attendance records can be used 
effectively by guidance workers, because it has been learned 
by experience that a child’s record of absences frequently 
signified some form of maladjustment. 
A study of attendance services in the New York schools 
resulted in a report which showed that absence from school 
is symptomatic of maladjustments of various types and forms. 
The recommendations were: (1) Integration of treatment of 
attendance problems with the over-all school program for 
dealing with adjustment problems; Acceptance by teachers 
of responsibility for early detection and removal of malad¬ 
justments; Exercise of a mental-hygiene orientation in 
3 
dealing with infractions of the attendance code, 
A counselor in a Pennsylvania high school found that 
the attendance record improved when the written parental 
1 
Edgar G. Johnston, Mildred Peters, and William Evraiff, 
op. clt. 
Percival W. Hutson, op. cit. 
3 
Children Absent From School, op. clt. 
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excuse was substituted for her personal interview with the 
1 
pupil who had been absent. 
Numerous studies have been made concerning the reasons 
2 
for non-attendance. Browne found that illness caused the 
largest number of absences; that truancy was third from the 
top of the reasons listed; and that the tenth grade had the 
largest percentage of non-attendance for the first semester. 
3 
Gooden, believed that conditions in the home involving 
negative attitudes toward education may contribute to poor 
attendance and poor school performance. 
k 
The Gluecks reported that the high percentage of 
delinquents from school were found to be disliking school 
and experiencing relative lack of success in school. 
Also related to the writer’s study are the findings 
on the early school leaver or drop-out. Studies have found 
that withdrawing is concentrated in the ninth and tenth 
grades, and at about the age of l6. More boys than girls 
5 
drop out, especially in the Grades 9 through 12. 
6 
Miller, reported that a clear symptom of early school 
Mildred Van Zandt, op. cit. 
I 
Frederick D. Browne, op. cit. 
Sydney Gladstone Gooden, op. cit. 
Emery Stoops, op. cit. 
? 
Percival W. Hutson, oja. cit. 
S 
Carroll H. Miller, op. cit. 
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leaving is marked regression in attendance from elementary 
to high school. 
1 
Lichter, Rapien, and Seibert indicate that the student 
who drops out today is not doing so primarily because the 
family’s economic situation forces him to work. 
2 
Wolfbein, in his study of the school leaver, reported 
that a significant proportion of drop-outs exit from the 
schools well before most kinds of occupational information 
and other guidance information has begun to function. 
The Chicago Public High Schools conducted a study on 
potential drop-outs and concluded that all of the students 
were unsuccessful in adapting to some school requirement or 
regulation, and three-fourths were having trouble in more 
3 
than one area of school life. 
Findings.—The findings drawn from the analysis and 
interpretation of the data as presented in Chapter II are as 
follows : 
1. Findings Related to Enrollment 
1.1 The total enrollment for the first semester 
was 88ij. students. This included 585 hoys 
and 299 girls. For the second semester, the 
total enrollment was 909» this included 601 
. boys and 308 girls. 
1 
Solomon 0. Lichter, et. al., 0£. clt. 
2 
S. L. Wolfbein, 0£. clt. 
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1.2 The eighth grade enrollment was II4.I boys 
and 80 girls. 
1.3 The ninth grade enrollment was 158 boys 
and 71 girls. 
1.4 The tenth grade enrollment was 121 boys 
and 6l girls. 
1.5 The eleventh grade enrollment was 127 boys 
and 63 girls. 
1.6 The twelfth grade enrollment was 54 boys 
and 33 girls. 
1.7 Of the 909 students enrolled, there were 
29 who were 12 years old; 113 who were 13 
years old; 191 who were llj. years old; 195 
who were 15 years old; 202 who were 16 
years old; 121 who were 17 years old; and 
58 who were 18 years old and above. 
2. Findings Related to Average Daily Attendance 
2.1 The per cent of average daily attendance 
for the five grades studied for the nine 
month school year weret 
Months 
Grades 1 2 3 4 ? 6 7 8 9 Total 
12 8? 91 88 89 91 90 92 90 9£ 90 
11 8? 86 85 83 89 87 87 89 89 87 
10 78 83 80 7? 7? 79 83 78 79 79 
9 78 82 78 72 71 72 74 71 69 74 
8 74 74 72 V 65 66 65 60 64 67 
Totals 82 79 _21 77 77 78 77 78 78 
6l 
3. Findings Related to Average Daily Attendance by 
Grade, Sex, Age and Distance Traveled To and From 
School. 
3.1 The eighth grade had a yearly average daily 
attendance of l)|J|,.29 or 67 per cent of the 
students present during the school year. 
The ninth grade had an average daily attend¬ 
ance of l60.03 or 74 per cent. The tenth 
grade had an average daily attendance of 
122.11 or 79 Per cent. The eleventh grade 
had an average daily attendance of 14-0.65 
or 87 per cent, and the twelfth grade 70.50 
or 90 per cent. 
3.2 The boys, with a total enrollment of 601, 
had an average daily attendance of 4-33*33 
or 72 per cent. The girls, with an enroll¬ 
ment of 308, had an average daily attendance 
of 24.2.4-6 or 79 per cent. 
3.3 Of the total enrollment of Q09 students, 
533 were below the age of l6 and yielded an 
average daily attendance of 379• J1 or 74- P©r 
cent. Those students who were lo and above 
numbered 376 and had an average daily attend¬ 
ance of 275*15 or 73 per cent. 
3.4- Of the total enrollment of 909 students, 583 
were found to live within one mile of the 
school and had an average daily attendance 
record of 421*82 or 72 per cent. Those students 
who lived more than one mile from the school 
totaled 326 and had an average daily attendance 
of 217.24 or 65 per cent. 
4. Findings Related to Reasons for Non-Attendance 
4*1 Reasons for non-attendance given most frequently 
by students were "illness of student," "truancy," 
"lack of interest," "helping at home," and 
"working." 
5. Findings Related to Reasons for Withdrawals 
5.1 Reasons for withdrawals given most frequently 
by students were "excessive absences," "work¬ 
ing," "truancy," "not interested," and "illness. ti 
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Conclusions.—The analysis and interpretation of the 
data warrant the following conclusions: 
1. In the area of enrollment, the yearly total enroll¬ 
ment of students did not reveal a marked change 
from the enrollment taken for the first semester 
by sex or by grades. 
2. There were almost twice as many boys as girls 
enrolled at the Carver Vocational High School for 
the school year, 1961-62. 
3. A larger percentage of students was found to 
be under the compulsory attendance age of l6 than 
above the compulsory age. 
4-. A gradual decrease in active enrollment occurred 
on all grade levels during the school year. 
5. The per cent of average daily attendance for 
each month of the school year did not decrease or 
increase to a considerable degree. 
6. There was a higher percentage of average daily 
attendance in the junior and senior grades as 
compared with a lower percentage of average daily 
attendance for the other grades. 
7. On the average, girls attended school more 
regularly than boys except in the twelfth and 
eighth grades. Attendance for boys was relatively 
low. 
8. The majority of the students lived within walking 
distance from the school. These students had a 
slightly better record of attendance than the 
students who lived more distant from the school. 
9. Only a slight difference in the total per cent 
of yearly attendance existed between those 
students who were below l6 and those l6 and above. 
10. In the areas of reasons given for non-attendance, 
the reasons stated most frequently were: "illness," 
"truancy," "lack of interest," "helping at home," 
"working," and "illness in family." 
11. Boys tended to withdraw from school more often 
than girls. Girls tended to withdraw more fre¬ 
quently in the junior and senior grades. 
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12. The reasons most frequently given by boys for 
withdrawing were: "excessive absences," 
"working," "truancy," and, "not interested." 
13. The reasons most frequently given by girls 
were: "excessive absences," "pregnancy," 
"recommendation by the visiting counselor," 
"illness," and "indifference." 
Implications.--The analysis and interpretation of this 
study would appear to give justification to the following 
implications: 
1. There is apparently a pressing need for improved 
methods of handling attendance problems. 
2. A school program and curriculum geared toward 
the interests and needs of both boys and girls 
should be emphasized. 
3. An in-service program designed to improve school 
attendance and involving all teachers should be 
emphasized. 
4. School attendance is not one of the important 
values held by students of the Carver Vocational 
High School. 
Recommendations.--The following recommendations grew 
out of this study: 
1. Administrators should initiate a more effective 
means of handling attendance in the Carver 
Vocational High School. 
2. Attendance records should be examined very closely 
and at frequent intervals by a competent admin¬ 
istrative official within the school. 
3* Teachers should seek to record the real reasons 
for non-attendance in the State Registers. 
Ij.. Administrators and teachers should keep abreast 
of the most modern thinking about problems of 
attendance. 
5. The focus of the guidance and attendance work 
should be centered around the individual needs 
of the students. 
% 
6. Administrators and teachers should study closely 
the methods used in improving attendance in other 
schools* and evaluate them for possible application 
at Carver Vocational High School. 
7. Further studies should be made on the use of 
attendance records as guidance tools to see what 
meaning non-attendance has to the student* his 
parents* as well as* to the teachers. 
8. The guidance services for the eighth graders, 
especially, should begin in the seventh grade and 
continue throughout the 8th grade school year, 
utilizing techniques that are necessary and appro¬ 
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